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ANNCR: 

THE GOVERNMENT OF WEST GERMAN CHANCELLOR HELMUT SCHMIDT 
THURSDAY NARROWLY ESCAPED A CRITICAL DEFEAT IN PARLIAMENT. WE 
HAVE A REPORT FROM CORRESPONDENT BILL MARSH IN MUNICH, 

VOICE: 

AT ISSUE IN THE DEBATE WAS WHETHER OR NOT CONSTRUCTION 
SHOULD BE CONTINUED ON A NUCLEAR BREEDER REACTOR IN KALKAR, NEAR 
THE DUTCH BORDER. 

THE KALKAR PLANT IS TO BE WEST GERMANY'S FIRST FAST BREEDER, 
DESIGNED TO SEE IF SUCH BREEDER REACTORS CAN BE COMMERCIALLY USEFUL. 
BUT SINCE IT'S A FAST BREEDER IT WOULD PRODUCT NOT ONLY ENERGY, 

IT WOULD ALSO PRODUCE PLUTONIUM, AN ESSENTIAL INGREDIENT IN THE 
PRODUCTION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS. 

THE REACTOR HAS BEEN UNDER CONSTRUCTION FOR ALMOST SIX YEARS, 
HAVING COST WEST GERMAN TAXPAYERS ALMOST ONE-AND-A=HALF THOUSAND 
MILLION MARKS CABOUT THREE~THOUSAND MILLION DOLLARS). BUT THE 
FREE DEMOCRATIC PARTY, WHICH RULES IN COALITION WITH THE SOCIAL 
DEMOCRATS, DECIDED LAST MONTH THAT IT OPPOSED THE COMMERCIAL USE 
OF FAST BREEDERS, AND ~- ARMED WITH THIS PARTY DICTUM -= SIX 
RELATIVELY YOUNG, LEFT-OF-CENTER FREE DEMOCRATS DECIDED TO PUT 
THE ISSUE TO A REAL TEST. THEY SAID THEY WOULD VOTE AGAINST 
CONTINUATION OF THE KALKAR PLANT IN THE BUNDESTAG, 

THE OPPOSITION CHRISTIAN PARTIES GENERALLY FAVOR NUCLEAR 
POWER IN WEST GERMANY, BUT SENSING A CHANCE TO EMBARRASS THE 
SCHMIDT GOVERNMENT THEY SUBMITTED DIFFERENT RESOLUTIONS FOR DEBATE, 


CHALLENGING THE GOVERNING COALITION TO BOW TO OPPOSITION DEMANDS. 
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IT WAS ONLY AFTER THE CHAIRMAN OF THE FREE DEMOCRATIC PARTY -- 
HANS=DIETRICH GENSCHER -- THREATENED TO RESIGN THAT THE SIX F-D-P 
MAVERICKS CDISSENTERS) DECIDED TO ABSTAIN RATHER THAN OPPOSE THE 
GOVERNMENT'S RESOLUTIONS. THE MOVE SPARED THE GOVERNMENT ITS 
FIRST BUNDESTAG DEFEAT IN A HALF=-DOZEN YEARS. 

THE QUESTION OF WHETHER THE FAST BREEDER REACTOR IN KALKAR 
SHOULD BE PUT INTO OPERATION HAS PREOCCUPIED ENVIRONMENTALISTS AND 
LEFT-OF-CENTER POLITICIANS IN THIS COUNTRY FOR SEVERAL YEARS. 

WHILE WEST GERMANY IS CONSTITITUTIONALLY PROHIBITED FROM 
CONSTRUCTING NUCLEAR WEAPONS, THERE ARE THOSE WHO OBJECT EVEN TO 
THE COUNTRY'S HAVING THE WHEREWITHAL TO DO SO. AND THEN THERE ARE 
THOSE WHO CITE POSSIBLE DANGERS IN REACTORS OF THIS SORT, SINCE 
A NUCLEAR ACCIDENT CAN PROBABLY NOT BE COMPLETELY RULED OUT. 

FINALLY, THERE IS THE QUESTION OF STORING THE NUCLEAR WASTE. 
WEST GERMANY IS DENSELY POPULATED, AND THE STORAGE OPTIONS ARE 
VERY LIMITED, WITH THE MOST LIKELY PROSPECTS BEING A FEW SALT 
MINES THAT ARE NO LONGER IN USE, 

THESE ARE THE QUESTIONS THAT WEST GERMANY'S ENTIRE NUCLEAR 
PROGRAM IS BEING SUBJECTED TO, AND THE VOTE ON THE KALKAR FAST 
BREEDER IS BEING CALLED A CRITICAL STEPPING STONE IN AN ENERGY 
PROGRAM THAT IS FRAUGHT WITH MANY POLITICAL SENSITIVITIES. ONE 
DEPUTY SAID THURSDAY (12/14) THE ENTIRE QUESTION OF NUCLEAR ENERGY 
WILL BE SUBJECTED TO INCREASINGLY SHARP DEBATES IN BONN IN THE 
MONTHS AND YEARS AHEAD, 
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